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counties not only to participate, but to carry out their
duties of taking care of noxious weeds.

S ENATOR HANNIBAL: Th a n k y o u , S e n a t o r Joh n s o n . I under s t a n d
we have an amendment on the desk to the committee amendment.

CLERK: Mr. President, Senator Vickers...Senator, just for
clarification purposes, the amendment you had printed last
year you want to withdraw. Is that right?

SENATOR VICKERS: Co r r ec t . Yes.

CLERK: Mr. President, Senator Vickers would move to amend.
You wi l l f zn d t h e ame n dment , x t i s Reque s t 166 0 . Y ou wi l l
f ind i t i n you r b i l l book . 1660, you w i l l f i nd i t i n yo ur
b i l l boo k .

SENATOR HANNIBAL: Senator Vickers.

SENATOR VICKERS: Mr. President and members, the amendment
that I offer to the committee amendments...well, first of
a ll , l e t me c l ar i f y wh a t t he Cl e r k j u st men t i on e d t o you .
It is p rinted...it is the printed amendment, amendment
number 1660 that should be in your b i l l b o o k r i gh t i n f r on t
of LB 459 and it does rewrite t he entire bill. It will
become the bill, so that you understand. The c ommittee
amendment, as explained by S enator J o h n s on , ma d e a major
philosophical change as opposed to the original content of
t he g r ee n c op y o f L B 45 9 . LB 459, a s i nt r o d u c ed , w o u l d sa y
very simply that the Department of Agriculture would not
have any authority over the counties as far as weed control
i s c o nc e r n ed . I n o t he r wor d s , we would leave the control of
noxious weeds totally up to the d iscretion of each
i ndxvxdua l c o u n t y . Now, I f e l t and I t h i n k t he m aj o r i t y o f
the members of the Agriculture Committee felt that that was
not the proper procedure to follow. B ut we d i d u nde r s t an d
that there was a problem and the problem being that we had
not funded enough funds to tne Department of Agriculture to
actually go in and take over the control of noxious weeds,
if, in fact, the county didn't do it. So the Department of
Agriculture was put in a difficult situation. On the one
hand, they were told to...under thecurren t l aw , t he y we r e
told if a county doesn't do it, then you go in and do it.
Well, the state didn't have the funds or t h e r es ou r c e s t o d o
it, so as a matter of practice they weren't doing anything.
Well, I just feel very strongly that we had ought to have
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